


By Chittaprasad 


GARLAND OF DANCES 
RECEPTION TO THE CHINESE CULTURAL DELEGATION 
The Akadami organised a reception and programme of dance and music in honour of the Chinese Cultural 
Delegation to India. : 
The programme included a welcome address by the Chief Justice of Madras Dr, P. V. Rajmannar, Chairman, Sangeet 
Natak Akadami. The printed copies of his ‘speech were distributed to the distinguished guests in the Chinese language. 
Apart from the dance and music a special feature of the programme was a Puppet Dance contributed by the Bharatiya 
Kala Kendra, Delhi, depicting the story of Prithviraj. 
The following gifts were presented by the Chairman of the Akadami to the Delegation: 
1. A Nataraj in bronze. 
2. Shiv and Parvati in ivory. 
3. An album of gramophone records of folk songs and classical, vocal and instrumental music. 
4. Aset of musical instruments in miniature, which included: Pakhavaj, Tabla, Duggi, Nagara, Manjeera, 
Bansuri, Saraswati Veena, Vichitra Veena, Sitar, Esraj, Sarod, Sarangi and Tanpura. 
An album of photographs of folkdances in India. 
A painting—THE GARLAND OF DANCES—depicting the classical and folk dances of India done on silk 
by Shri Chittaprosad. 
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Collection, Preservation and Preparation 
of Classified Catalogues of Manuscripts 


A scheme submitted by Shri Alain Danielou 
and Dr. V. Raghavan for the preparation, 
collection and preservation of classified cata- 
logues of manuscripts was approved by the 
Executive Board and Dr. Raghavan and Shri 
Danielou would compile the classified catalogue 
of manuscripts available in the various libraries 
in the country and submit it to the Akadami. 
The scheme envisages an annual expenditure 


of Rs. 6,000 and is expected to take two years 
to complete. 


Standardisation of Notation in Indian 


Music 


In pursuance of a resolution of the General 
Council of the Akadami, the Chairman set up 2 
committee consisting of : 


Shri Promoth Nath Banerjee 
Prof. P. Sambamoorthy 


Shri G.S. Ranade 

Prof. B.R. Deodhar 

Shri Alain Denielou 

Ustad Alauddin Khan 

Shri S.N. Ratanjankar 

Miss Nirmala Joshi (Convenor) 


to go into the question of standardisation of 
notation of Indian music. The first meeting of 
the Committee was held on 22nd and 23rd 
February, 1955. The Committee went at 
length into the question of evolving a common 
notation. It also decided to examine all the 
important systems of notation with a view to 
assess their scope and limitations. The Com- 
mittee felt that it was very necessary to evolve 
a common system particularly for the purposes 
of presentation of our music to other countries, 
for its preservation and popularisation in all 
parts of our country, for educational purposes 
and also in order to facilitate the growth of 
group singing and development of Indian 
orchestras. The Committee also felt that it 
would have to meet fairly frequently to reach 
tentative conclusions regarding notation and to 
go through allthe available material including 
reports of committees set up by State Govern- 
ments if any. 


Drama Festival 


The First National Drama Festival spon- 
sored by the Akadami and organised by Delhi 
Natya Sangh was held during, the months 
November and December, and was 
inaugurated by Rashtrapati Dr. Rajendra 
Prasad. It was for the first time in the history 
of this country that 22 plays in 14 major 
languages including one in Sanskrit and in 
English, were presented in one place. It was 
in every way anew experience both for the 
sponsors and organisers as well as for the 
audience of Delhi. 
Mama Warerkar, elsewhere in this issue gives 
in detail the names of the plays and of the 
groups participating. 


Meeting of Regional Secretaries 


A meeting of the Secretaries of the State 
Academies was held recently at the Office of 
the Akadami.. Besides an exchange of infor- 
mation regarding work in different states, there 
was a general discussion on the nature of pro- 
blems faced by various provinces and an effort 
was made to evolve some common approach to 
the problems as also an outline of future 
programme, 
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It was generally accepted that the main 
purpose in forming the State Academies was to 
give greater attention to work in different 
areas, The Central Sangeet Natak Akadami 
could not properly function without guidance 
from the State Academies about local con- 
ditions and their help in formulating general 
policies. 

The meeting came to the conclusion that 
the first important job for each State Academy 
should be to make a cultural survey of their 
own region. It would be more useful if the 
grants provided by the Akadami are utilised 
for this work. It is necessary for every State 
Academy to have its own arrangement for 
recordings and filmings. If a coordinated 
plan is drawn up Sangeet Natak Akadami 
could also help in this. Besides this, a com- 
plete list of names of musicians, dancers, 
dramatists and actors, both past and present ; 
list of prominent artists needing financial help, 
list of manuscripts and other works, Rag- 
Ragini paintings, old commercial gramophone 
discs etc., should be prepared. Efforts also 
should be made to collect folk instruments, 
costumes and jewellery for the Central Museum 
as well as Regional Museums. 


It was decided to hold such meetings at 
least twice a year. 


Compilation of Technical Terms in Dance 
Drama and Music 


It has long been felt that the compilation 
of technical terms in Dance, Drama and Music 
should be taken up by the Akadami.. It has 
now been decided that a detailed scheme may be 
worked out so that coordination between various 
persons working in these fields could be 
brought about and for this purpose the 
following sub-committee was appointed :— 


Shri Alain Danielou 

Dr. V. Raghavan 

Shri S. N. Ratanjankar 

Miss Nirmala Joshi (Convenor) 


Reception to the delegates of the Film 
Seminar 


The Akadami organised a programme of 
dance and music on 3rd March in honour of the 
delegates to the Film Seminar. The programme 
included a Kathak dance duet by Shri 
Shambhoo Maharaj and Miss Maya Rao and a 
Tala Vadya Kacheri both contributed by the 
Bharatiya Kala Kendra and a Kabui Naga 
Dance by Shri Singhajit Singh and party con- 
tributed by the Triveni Kala Sangham. 


